Frequently Asked Questions

Question | What is a minor degree program?

Answer | A minor degree program is a secondary, focused area of study that complements a student's major or
primary degree program. While the major is the primary field of specialization, a minor allows students
to explore additional interests or gain expertise in a related or different discipline. To enhance
employability skills and impart deep knowledge in emerging areas that are usually not covered in the
Undergraduate Degree credit framework, AICTE has come up with the concept of a ‘Minor Degree’ in
emerging areas. The student/s pursuing a major degree in Civil Engineering can take computer
science and Engineering /Data Science/Cyber Security as a minor degree program.

Question | How many additional courses do the students have to complete to get a minor degree award?

Answer | Along with the study of the Major degree program he/she can complete a minimum of 18 credit
courses in other interested disciplines.

Question | What is the mode of study of these courses?

Answer | The courses through online mode approved by the Board of Studies of University.

Question | The provision of offline study of these courses made?

Answer | Atpresent not

Question | One when can start the study of these minor courses?

Answer | The student has to study these courses from 4th semester of his/her major degree program

Question | What are the eligibility criteria for a minor degree program?

Answer | A student may choose to pursue a B.E./B.Tech. degree with a minor program if, at the time of
registration, she/he has permissible backlogs up to the third semester under the regulations
governing the B.E./B.Tech. degree and provided that the student's cumulative grade point average
(CGPA) after the third semester does not fall below 5.0 (according to clause 220B6.4.1(a)).

Question | Whether the student can register for both the Honours and Minor degree programs?

Answer | A student can opt for only one minor program along with the major (degree) program. No student
shall be permitted to register for both honors as well as minors.

Question | Are there any limitations /conditions for completion of a minor degree program?

Answer | e Before receiving a major degree, students who enroll in a minor degree program must complete
(pass) all prerequisite courses. Even if she/he fails in the courses chosen for minor degree
programs, they must be finished (passed) before a major degree is granted. The students have to
complete the major degree program within a minimum duration of 04 years. (for lateral entry
students 03 years).

e The minimum CGPA required to maintain up to the 3rd semester at the time of registration and at
the time of completion of the major(core) degree program is = 5.0.

e Astudent cannot earn the Minor by earning 18 credits after he/she has already earned a bachelor’s
degree by earning 160 credits.

Question | When the student can enroll (Register) for this minor degree program
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Answer | Against the publication of the Notification from the university, after the announcement of the 3rd-
semester result.
Question | Where the students have to enroll/register for a minor degree
Answer | @ http://www.online.vtu.ac.in
Question | What is the procedure for Registration /enrolment?
Answer | Procedure for Registration:
e The students have to register online through https://qnline.vtu.ac.in
e (lick on the Sign-in button on the top Right Corner.
e [fthe students are New Users, Click on Create an account.
e Fill in your e-mail ID, Phone No, and Name, and Create a New Password
e (lick Sign Up, Enter OTP.
e Login by entering your e-mail ID and Password.
e You will be taken to the student dashboard. Click on Academics in the top right
corner then Click on Apply for Minor Degree.
e Fill up the details and submit the form.
e The College MOOC Coordinators for the Minor degree program have to assist the
student in the Registration and autonomous colleges have to verify and approve
the registrations.
Question | What is the fee for registration? How to make a payment?
Answer | Rs.1000/-(one thousand only nonrefundable fee), through online he/she can pay
Question | If she /he is not able to complete a minor degree before the completion of a major degree then?
Answer | If students are not able to complete the courses worth 18 credits before the completion of their major
degree, he/she will not be awarded the minor degree, however, the CERTIFICATE will be issued against
the completed courses and credits.
Question | Whether a separate certificate be issued for the awardee of a minor degree?
Answer | The “Minors” qualification shall be suffixed to the respective degrees and shown in the Degree
certificate as a recognition of higher achievement by the student concerned.
Question | Whether classes/ranks awarded for minor degree programs?
Answer | The CGPA and/or Class awarded to the students shall be only based on students’ performance in the
various semester-level examinations conducted proctored manner.
Question | What are the objectives of the minor degree program?
Answer | e To enable students to pursue an allied academic interest in contemporary areas

e To expand the domain knowledge of the students in one of the other branches of engineering.
e To provide an academic mechanism for fulfilling the multidisciplinary demands of industries.
e Toincrease the employability of undergraduate students keeping in view better opportunities in

interdisciplinary areas of engineering & technology.
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o To offer knowledge in the areas that are identified as emerging technologies/thrust areas of
Engineering.

e Provides an opportunity for students to become entrepreneurs and leaders by taking a
business/management minor.

e Provides an opportunity for Applicants to pursue higher studies in an interdisciplinary field of
study.

e Toincrease the overall scope of the undergraduate degrees.

Question

What are the benefits of a minor degree?

Answer

Here's a breakdown of its importance:
1. Breadth and depth of knowledge:

e Complements your major: A minor allows you to delve deeper into a specific area related to
your major, providing a more specialized skillset. For example, a mechanical engineering
major minoring in robotics gains expertise in automation and control
systems, complementing their core mechanical knowledge.

e Expand your horizons: You can explore a different engineering field or a whole new
discipline altogether. A civil engineering major minoring in business might gain valuable
project management and communication skills, broadening their career options.

2. Increased marketability:

e Stands out on your resume: A minor demonstrates intellectual curiosity, initiative, and a
desire to acquire diverse knowledge. This can impress potential employers and make you a
more competitive candidate.

¢ Relevant skills and knowledge: The minor's coursework equips you with valuable skills
and knowledge directly applicable to specific job roles. For instance, a chemical engineering
major minoring in data science can leverage its data analysis abilities in process optimization

or materials research.

3. Personal and academic development:

o Exploration and passion: A minor allows you to explore areas you're passionate about, even
if they differ from your major. This can fuel your academic motivation and lead to unexpected
discoveries.

e Enhanced problem-solving: By tackling diverse engineering challenges, you develop a more
flexible and adaptable approach to problem-solving, a crucial skill for any engineer.

¢ Networking opportunities: Minor programs often involve dedicated faculty and student
communities, providing valuable networking opportunities and mentorship within your
chosen field.

4. Flexibility and course optimization:
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o Fulfilling elective requirements: Many engineering programs require elective credits. A
minor can fulfill these requirements while providing a focused area of study instead of

scattered coursework.

¢ Double counting credits: Some courses may overlap with your major, reducing the overall

workload while contributing to both degrees.

For regulations governing the MINOR degree program please visit @ https://vtu.ac.in/wp-
content/uploads/2022/11 /notification-Minor-Regulations-1.pdf



