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NOTIFICATION

Sub: VTU (Measurement for Maintenance of Standards at
Affiliated Autonomous Institutions) Guidelines, 2024 - reg...

Ref: 1. Executive Council Resolution. No. 2.1.6 dt: 18-10-2024
2. Orientation Program for Autonomous Institutions dated 25-02-2025
3. Hon’ble Vice Chancellor’s approval dated 21-03-2025

Pursuant to the aforesaid Executive Council Resolution, the VTU (Measurement for

Maintenance of Standards at Affiliated Autonomous Institutions) Guidelines, 2024 are
hereby notified.

These Regulations are applicable for the following students:

1. Admitted to | semester/I year from the academic year 2024-25
2. Admitted to Il semester/l1l year (lateral entry) from the academic year 2025-26

You are hereby directed to bring the same to the notice of all the concerned and to

follow them scrupulously.

BY ORDER
Encl: As above €

24103125

ISTRAR
To, @ &
The of Principals of All Affiliated Autonomous Engineering Colleges wnder the ambit of
VTU, Belagavi

Copy to:

1. Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor through the Secretary to VC, VTU, Belagavi for kind information

2. The Registrar (Evaluation), VTU, Belagavi

3. The Regional Directors (I/C) of all the Regional Offices of VTU for circulation

4. The Director (I/c),ITISMU VTU, Belagavi- to upload on VTU website

5. All the concerned Special Officer and Case-workers of Academic Section, VTU,
Belagavi
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Visvesvaraya Technological University (Measures for Maintenance of Standards at
Affiliated Autonomous Institutions) Guidelines, 2024

1.0

SHORT TITLE, APPLICABILITY AND COMMENCEMENT

1.1

These Guidelines shall be called The Visvesvaraya Technological University (Measures
for Maintenance of Standards at Affiliated Autonomous Institutions) Guidelines,
2024.

1.2

These Guidelines along with the Annexures are applicable from the year 2024-25 for
the batch of students admitted to B.E./ B.Tech. degree programmes. However, these
Guidelines are also applicable to other UG and PG programmes conducted at the
affiliated Autonomous colleges with the programme specific changes, as applicable.

These Guidelines shall be used by all the concerned Institutions affiliated to the
Visvesvaraya Technological University (VTU), to frame appropriate Regulations

applicable from the year 2024-25 for implementing the Academic Autonomy
conferred upon the Institutions.

1.3

These Guidelines shall come into effect from the date of approval of the Executive
Council of the University.

2.0

DEFINITIONS

The Definition of terminologies used in these Guidelines are given below. For any
clarifications needed and terminologies not defined here, the interpretation given by
the University shall be final.

p 2 |

“Academic Autonomy” means freedom to an affiliated College in all aspects of
conducting its academic programmes, granted by the UGC/ University under the
Regulation/ Statutes applicable, for promoting excellence.

L4

“Act” means the VTU Act, 1994 including all its later amendments.

2.3

“Autonomous College” means an Affiliated College of VTU designated as an
Autonomous college by the University as per the prevailing UGC Regulations and the
VTU Statutes on Conferring Autonomous status to the Colleges.

2.4

“Academic Council” means the Academic Council of the Autonomous College.

2.5

“Affiliating University” means the University to which the College concerned is
affiliated or of which the College concerned is a constituent.

2.6

“Affiliation” means association of the College and its admission to the privileges of the
University.

QD{/J«KLE

REGISTRAR 7 4
Jisvesvaraya Technological University
BELAGAVL.




2.7

“Board of Studies” means the Board of Studies of a Department of the

Autonomous College.

2.8

“Commission” means University Grants Commission (UGC).

24

“Council” means All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE).

2.10

“Course” means one of the specified units which goes to comprise a programme
of study. Courses are assigned a unit value (credit point) and a specific course code
which indicates the subject area/ teaching department and year level of each course.

2.11

“Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA)” means it is a measure of overall cumulative
performance of a student over all semesters.

2.12

“Degree” means a degree awarded by a Higher Educational Institution (HEI) in
accordance with the provisions of section 22(3) of the UGC Act.

2.3

“Finance Committee” means the Finance Committee of the Autonomous College.

2.14

“Governing Body” means the Governing Body of the Autonomous College, which
is different from the Trust Board or the Board of Management or the Executive
Committee or the Management Committee.

215

“Grade Card” means a consolidated statement issued every semester, reflecting their
performance, to all the students registered for the Semester End Examination (SEE)
after evaluating their performance. The Grade Card will display the details of Course
(Course code, title, number of credits), grade secured, SGPA of that semester and CGPA
earned till that semester.

2.16

“Higher Educational Institution (HEI)” means the University Departments, affiliated,
constituent and Autonomous affiliated colleges under the University. However, The
right of conferring or granting degrees shall be exercised only by a HEI as per
provisions of section 22(1) of the UGC Act.

217

“IQAC” means Internal Quality Assurance Cell established by an Autonomous College
in accordance with the UGC Regulations made by the Commission and the
guidelines on IQAC issued by the Commission, as may be amended from time to
time.

2.18

“Notification” means a notification issued by the University communicating its
decision to its affiliated and constituent colleges.

2.19

“Programme” means an academic programme framework that defines the structure
of an educational curriculum. It includes the goals, outcomes of all courses, and vision
of a course of study, and establishes the milestones and boundaries of
learning. Academic programmes can include instructional, research, and public service

fec)/—————/ﬂ €

REGISTRAR o ,
Visvesvaraya Technological University
BELAGAVL.




activities, such as teaching and research assistantships, internships, and cooperative
education.

2.20

“Regulations” means the prevailing applicable Regulations notified by a Statutory
body.

2.21

“Semester” means a duration meant for teaching, learning and final examinations.
Typically, a regular semester (odd and even) shall have 16 weeks for teaching-learning
process followed by 4 weeks for preparation, examinations and declaration of results
of SEE. An academic year shall consist of two regular semesters of 20 weeks each and
a special summer semester of 8 weeks for teaching-learning process followed by 2
weeks for semester end examinations, followed by 2 weeks of vacation. Generally, the
Odd semester starts in the month of August, Even semester in the month of January
and the summer semester in the month of May in an academic year.

Specifically, there shall be a minimum of 90 working days in a regular semester and 45
working days in a Summer semester for the teaching — learning process.

2.22

“Semester Grade Point Average (SGPA)” means it is a measure of academic

performance of a student in a semester.

i3

“Statutes” means the prevailing applicable Statutes notified by a Statutory body.

2.24

“Statutory Council” means a body constituted under any law for the time being
in force for determining or maintaining standards of quality in the relevant areas of
higher education, such as the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE),
Council of Architecture (COA), National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE), or any
other such body established under an Act of Parliament.

2.25

“Summer Semester/ Term” means a short semester held after the Even semester.
During the summer semester, Internship/ apprenticeship/ work-based vocational
education and training can be carried out, especially by students who wish to exit after
two semesters or four semesters of study. Regular courses may also be offered during
the summer semester in a fast-track mode to enable students to do additional courses
or complete backlogs courses. The autonomous affiliated colleges and the University
on behalf of its departments and other affiliated colleges can decide on the courses to
be offered in the summer term depending on the availability of faculty and the
number of students.

2.26

“Teacher” means the teaching staff of the college appointed by following the specified
rules of the University, and/or of the council.

2.27

“Transcript” means a consolidated statement issued to a candidate after completion
of any semester of the programme covering his/ her performance till the end of that
semester and this also shows the number of attempts made for each course and its
month-year of completion in addition to the information available in Grade card.
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2.28

“University” means the Visvesvaraya Technological University (VTU), established
under VTU Act, 1994.

3.0

PREAMBLE

3

Need for Autonomy

The affiliating system of colleges was originally designed when their number in a
University was small. The university could then effectively oversee the working of
the colleges, act as an examining body and award degrees on their behalf. The
system has now become unwieldy, and it is becoming increasingly difficult for a
University to attend to the varied needs of individual colleges. The colleges do not
have the freedom to modernize their curricula or make them locally relevant. The
regulations of the University and its common system of governing all colleges alike,
irrespective of their characteristic strengths, weaknesses and locations, have
affected the academic development of individual colleges. Colleges that have the |
potential for offering programmes of a higher standard do not have the freedom
to offer them. The 1964 — 66 Education Commission pointed out that the exercise
of academic freedom by teachers is a crucial requirement for development of the
intellectuai climate of our country. Unless such a climate prevails, it is difficult to
achieve excellence in our higher education system. With students, teachers and
management being co-partners in raising the quality of higher education, it is
imperative that they share a major responsibility. Hence, the Education
Commission (1964 —66) recommended college autonomy, which, in essence, is the

instrument for promoting academic excellence.

3.2

Importance of Guidelines

In view of the above, a number of Engineering Colleges within the jurisdiction of VTU
have been granted the autonomous status, in accordance with Section 40A of the VTU
Act and the Statutes framed in this regard, keeping in view the Regulations of
UGC/AICTE in order to implement the academic autonomy so that, they could derive
full benefits and be able to meet the 21°' century challenges faced by the technical
education system in the country, like:

(i)  Ever increasing influence of science and technology and their impact on human
society.

(ii)  Shrinking time scale of new developments and the high rate of obsolescence in
the older practices. |

(iii) Penetration of Information Technology in all sectors of human activity and
economic development.

(iv) The service sector is becoming a major avenue for employment of technical

professionals and also for economic gains.
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(v) Emergence of knowledge and skills as key drivers for the progress of nations and
for increasing their influence on the world scenario.
As engineers have to convert these challenges into opportunities, it is expected that
the 21*' century engineers will be required to have:
e Strong foundation in the basics of mathematics, science, and engineering
discipline.
¢ Command over the chosen area of technical specialization.
* Capacity to apply the professional knowledge and skills acquired.
e Good competence to learn a subject on one’s own effort without major external
help.
¢ Expertise in analysis, design, modeling, and simulation of complex systems.
¢ Knowledge of scaling up, mass production, system operation and maintenance.
* Estimation of costs and time factors in an assignment.
» Ability for rational, logical, orderly, and objective thinking.
e Skills in personnel management and human relations, and
¢ Leadership qualities include the spirit of tolerance, patience, and teamwork.

Therefore, it would be desirable that each Autonomous College is well prepared to take
the following steps, for which the Guidelines given herein are expected to be useful.
e Make full use of the academic freedom given to it by the University, with
responsibility and accountability;
e Use this opportunity to demonstrate its capabilities and innovative skills, to
become visible in the higher education system as a whole;
* Gain the confidence, gratitude and respect of all its stake holders, in particular,
students, alumni, parents and the society at large.

4.0

ROLE, TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF AN AUTONOMOUS COLLEGE

41

The Autonomy Regulation of the Commission has specified the role, terms and
conditions of an Autonomous College, in general and subject to the provisions of the
University Act and Statutes, these shall be as under:

(1) The right of autonomy is not conferred once and for all. It has to be
continuously earned by the college.

(2) Review existing courses/programmes and, restructure, redesign and prescribe its
own courses/ programmes of study and syllabi.

(3) To formulate new courses/programmes within the nomenclature specified by
UGC as per the Specification of Degrees 2014 as amended from time to time.

(4) Evolve methods of assessment of students’ performance, conduct of
examinations, and notification of results.
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(5) To announce results, issue mark sheets, and other certificates; however, the
degree shall be awarded by the affiliating University with the name of the
College on the degree certificate.

(6) Prescribe rules for admission in consonance with the reservation policy of the
State Govemment/ National policy.

(7) Autonomous Celleges may fix fees as per the norms of the State Government/
Statutory Council(s) at their own level, as applicable.

(8) Constitute own Governing Body, Academic Council, Finance Committee, and
Board of Studies.

(9) The teaching staff and Principal in all the Autonomous Colleges shall be
appointed as per the University Grants Commission (Minimum Qualifications
for Appointment of Teachers and other Academic Staff in Universities and
Colleges and other Measures for the Maintenance of Standards in Higher
Education) Regulations, 2018 as amended from time to time or any regulations
notified by UGC / AICTE in this regard from time to time.

(10) Autonomy is conferred on the affiliated Colleges of the University applying to UGC/
University on satisfying the conditions specified, depending on the existing type of
affiliation of the college, either in “VTU Statutes on Temporary Affiliation of
Colleges (Amended)—2011" or “VTU Statutes on Permanent Affiliation of Colleges
(Amended) - 2011” as amended from time to time.

(11) Autonomy granted to the College is at the institutional level and is not partial
and shall cover the programmes at all levels of U.G. and P.G. offered by the
College. The courses introduced by the College after the conferment of
autonomous status shall automatically come under the purview of autonomy.

(12) Ph.D. programmes shall be offered strictly as per the UGC (Conferment of
Autonomous Status upon Colleges and Measures for Maintenance of Standards in
Autonomous Colleges) Regulations, 2023 / the corresponding VTU Ph.D
Regulations notified in this regard from time to time. In view of this Ph.D. /
Research Programmes do not come under the purview of autonomy.

(13)The College, on attaining autonomous status will continue to be affiliated
with the parent University but will enjoy the privileges of autonomy.

(14) The University to provide various nominees to serve on various Statutory
Bodies of the Autonomous College and get the feedback on their functioning.

(15)In case Autonomous College fails to obtain the required accreditation
Grade/score as required in the Regulations, the autonomy to such College stands
automatically withdrawn, and no fresh admissions will be done under
autonomy mode after withdrawal of autonomous status. No communication
from the parent University and/or UGC will be needed in this regard. It will
be the responsibility of the College to inform the parent University and UGC
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autonomy period, such withdrawal shall take effect only after the last batch
of students enrolled under autonomy passes out.

(16)Such Colleges whose autonomy is withdrawn shall be eligible to apply for
fresh autonomy on UGC portal, but not before one year from the effective
date of withdrawal of autonomy.

4.2 Implementation of Autonomy at the colleges as specified in Section 4.1 above and also
elsewhere in these Guidelines, shall be within the framework of the related UGC/
AICTE/ VTU Statutes/ Regulations, as amended from time to time, including the
following:

(a) VTU Statutes on Temporary/ Permanent Affiliation,

(b) University Grants Commission (Conferment of Autonomous Status upon
Colleges and Measures for Maintenance of Standards in Autonomous Colleges)
Regulations, 2023,

(c) University Grants Commission (Minimum Standards and Procedure for Award
of Ph.D. Degree) Regulations, 2022, and

(d) Prevailing Academic Regulations of UG, PG and Ph.D. programmes for award of
corresponding Degrees by the University.

5.0 MATTERS RELATED TO ADMISSION OF STUDENTS
The rules for admission of students to the various programmes conducted at the
affiliated autonomous colleges shall be same as that of other affiliated and constituent
colleges of the University. Accordingly, the admissions shall be made as specified under
Section 4.1(6) above, following the Guidelines given below:

5.1 Admissions to UG and PG Programmes
The admission of students to various UG and PG Degree programmes listed under
Section 6.1 shall be made by the Autonomous Colleges by following the orders issued
from Government of Karnataka and/or University Notifications issued from time to
time in this regard.

5.2 Admissions to Research Programmes b
The admission of students for Research Degree programmes at Autonomous Colleges
shall be made by the University as per the provisions made under the prevailing UGC/
VTU Regulations governing the Research Programmes.

53 Admission to PG Diploma and Certificate programmes '

The admission of students to PG Diploma and Certificate programmes shall be made
by the Autonomous College on its own, by following the Guidelines issued by the
University from time to time and by following the Regulations approved by its

| Academic Council. In all such cases, it shall follow the statutory provisions of!
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reservation of seats to different categories of candidates made by the government
from time to time. University shall be informed by the autonomous colleges about start

of these programmes.

5.4

Lateral Entry Admissions

There shall be provision for candidates with a polytechnic Diploma or any other
equivalent qualification such as AMIE, AMIM, etc. approved by the Council and/or the
Commission to join specified UG Degree programmes at the beginning of the second
year of the 4-year B.E./ B.Tech. programme under the lateral entry scheme in the
University. The Autonomous Colleges shall follow the Rules and Regulations of the
State Government and the University in this regard.

5.5

Migration of students:

5.5.1

Undergraduate Programmes:

(a) Migration of students from one college to another within thmaiiﬁh_all be
permitted as per the prevailing Regulations of the University.

(b) Migration from one branch to another branch in the same college or to another
college within the University shall be governed by the prevailing Regulations of the
University.

5.2

Postgraduate Programmes:

There shall not be any transfer or migration from one branch to another branch or one
college to another college for all PG programmes.

5.6

‘Eligibility Criteria/ Entry level Qualification: The eligibility criteria/ entry ievel

qualification for admission of students to UG, PG and Research Degree programmes at
the Autonomous Colleges shall be the same as those prescribed by the University.

But the minimum requirements for eligibility to PG Diploma will be B.E., B. Arch. or
equivalent, the equivalence being determined by the University from time to time.
However, the Autonomous Colleges will be free to prescribe appropriate eligibility
requirements to Certificate programmes, after receiving approval from their
respective Academic Councils.

Note : The Autonomous Institutes shall follow any other notification issued by the
University in this regard from time to time.

5.7

Transfer of Students:

a) Transfer of students from a non-Autonomous College to an Autonomous College
or from an Autonomous College to another Autonomous College is permitted |
at the University.

subjected to the Transfer Rules prevailing
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b) The eligibility criteria for the admission of students from other Universities (India/
Abroad) to an Autonomous College shall be the same as that prevailing for the
other affiliated colleges of the University.

c) However, in both of the above cases, the Equivalence Committee of the
Autonomous Colleges shail declare the syllabus equivalence for such candidates
and on approval of its Academic Council, admit the candidates with the approval
of the University. The Colleges shall offer the bridge courses, wherever required.

6.0 MATTERS RELATED TO ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES
6.1 Academic Programmes:

a) An Academic Programme isa combination of courses and related activities
organized for the achievement of specific learning outcomes, as defined by the
professional Councils/ Bodies/ University for specific specializations. It is desirable
to have broadly common PEOs and POs  for well — established specialised
programmes like CSE, ECE, EEE, MECH, CIV etc. across the University. However,
other UG and PG programmes offered in Autonomous colleges may have their own
outcome statements.

b) Programmes at Undergraduate (UG) level could be B.E., B.Tech., B. Plan., B. Voc.,
B.C.A,, B.B.A,, B. Des. and B. Arch.,

c) Programmes at Postgraduate (PG) level could be M. Tech., M. Arch., M. Plan., M.B.A.
and M.C.A.,

d) Integrated Programmes could be ‘Integrated M.B.A., ‘Integrated M.C.A.,
‘Integrated M.Tech.,

e) Research Programmes could be ‘M.S. by Research’, & Ph.D. and

f) The Affiliated Autonomous Institutes shall follow these Guidelines and the
Notifications of the University, issued from time to time, to frame their own
Regulations for the following programmes:

i. Postgraduate programmes
ii. Undergraduate programmes, including those with Honors / Minors.
iii. Post Graduate Diploma
iv. Post Graduate Certificate.
6.2 Typical Structure of Academic Programmes

a) For exploiting the various benefits of academic autonomy, it would be desirable for
an Autonomous College to structure its various academic programmes based on the
Semester Scheme, by introducing Credits for academic activities, design curriculum
with Outcome Based Education (OBE) curriculum framework, bring in Examination
Reforms for better achievement testing, award Letter Grades and Numerical Grade
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